 Akamasoa, January 1st, 2026
Dear friends, People of God,
brothers and sisters, young people and children,
We are all happy to have reached this new year 2026.
We wish one another happiness for our families, our friends, and for the whole Akamasoa community.
At Akamasoa, we begin this new year with the Eucharist, the supreme prayer of God’s blessing.
It is right that today we turn toward God to thank Him for the breath of life He has given us, so that we may work, study, respect one another, help one another, forgive, be reconciled, and love one another.
This is what God wants for us. He is ready to give us all the graces we need to live each day as just and active people, able to help our families and our society to grow.
On this first day of the year 2026, welcome love, hope, and faith as gifts from God.
Make a firm decision to change, to become better, to strengthen your families, the common good, and justice in the society in which we live.
This is the goal of all people of good will on earth. So why not take our responsibilities in our homes and neighborhoods to overcome poverty and the harmful attitudes that destroy our society and our community?
Let us reject everything that divides us, sets us against one another, discourages us, and weakens us.
Let us avoid theft, deceit, corruption, and lies; let us also reject selfishness, jealousy, and indifference toward others, which is the new “virus” weakening our country.
For even the one who believes he is self-sufficient, when he falls ill, quickly calls for help to be taken to the hospital.
No one can live alone: we need one another, family, and solidarity.
My dear friends, in the name of Jesus born at Christmas, I call upon all of you — adults, young people, and children:
wake up, rise up, welcome the Spirit of Jesus into your hearts.
You will be alive and happy, because your life will have meaning: serving others brings joy, for God created us to live together in love and respect, not in isolation, each for himself.
If you welcome the Spirit of Jesus into your hearts, you will become a light for others.
But if you refuse God’s love out of laziness or indifference, you will fall into the darkness of evil.
Begin now to fight bad habits and selfishness. This struggle requires effort and sometimes suffering, but these trials purify you and draw you closer to God.
Rise up, then, brothers and sisters, young people! Leave behind the dark and destructive attitudes that distance you from God, from truth, and from the community.
We are children of God and heirs of the Kingdom of justice and love.
Remember that God alone saves us freely, because He loves us forever.
We are children of God gathered for the first Mass of the year, and we are all pilgrims on this Earth.
Let us wish one another well in faith and love, and give one another our blessing.
Here at Akamasoa we are building a new life and a holy history, because it is inhabited by the Spirit of Jesus and the Holy Spirit.
Let us not turn back; let us move forward toward a better life, far from misery and chaos.
Evil never lasts: sooner or later it will be defeated.
May the Holy Family protect and bless all those who are here and those who are absent.
Dear brothers and sisters, let us truly live together as children of God: let us pray, respect one another, help one another, and love one another — not only in words, but in actions.
Wake up, return to God, and you and your families will be saved.
Your children will one day thank you for the good example you have given them.
Life is a struggle, but at Akamasoa nothing is impossible for those who love and persevere.
Let us walk with Jesus, and may the breath of our Life be the limit of our commitment.
Receive the blessing of God the Father, through Jesus and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Father Pedro OPEKA
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